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VOLUNTEERS 
 
 
 

GOODBYES 
 

A fond farewell to outgoing board and 

staff: Feri Dehdar, Janet Wilson-McManus, 

Pam Bhatti, Deanna Ogle, Alison Wolf, 

Ram Sidhu, Barb Barker, and Adam James. 

Thank you for all your wonderful 

contributions! 

Ravneet Arora 

Carolee Changfoot 

Joana Coman 

Courtney Danielle    

              Northrup 

Marianne Lithwick 

Sumra Mahmood 

Farah Malik 

Rebecca Marx 

Anna Marie Parayno 

Chloe Rolvink 

Sara Ruthnum 

Kiran Sidhu 

Sarah Sinclair 

Brett Urano 

Lina Yeom 

Jane Young 

Sean Aherne-Biesbroek 

John Paul E Boyd  

Natasha Allen 

Shora Amini  

Harman Bains 

Nicoletta Barber  

Tamara Black  

Katarina Bogosavljevic 

Rachel Braeuer 

Kelsey Brodowich  

Carmen Cheung   

Yee Ting Choy 

Devyn Cousineau 

Kaity Cooper 

Samar Dehghan  

Mandavni Dhami 

Joyce Dieudonne  

Vahnessa Espig  

Kate Freed 

Maureen Gillis  

Selina Gill  

Cayleigh Handford 

Jane Henderson  

Rachel Heinrichs  

Genevieve Hillsburg  

Agnes Huang 

Alexandra Inzunza  

Bev Jacobs 

Beverly Jacobs 

Jiayin Jiang  

Alyssa Johal  

Cathy Keum  

Puneet Klar  

Leslie Lassalle  

Chelsey Lee  

Eun Lee  

Goldie Leoppky 

Carla Lewis 

Shuying  Li  

Lindsay Lyster 

Elle Marsh 

Lexi Marsh  

Ashley McClare 

Cori McGuire 

Caitlin Meggs 

Joanna Mendell  

Norine Mendell  

Sahira Memon 

Dia Montgomery 

Naomi Moses 

Cait Murphy  

Nancy Newman  

Clea Parfitt 

Alisha Parmar  

Irene Peter 

Heather Ritzer  

Lisa Sammartino 

Sandra Sarsfield  

Daniel Shih  

Ram Sidhu 

Elin Sigurdson 

Margaret Soles  

Kendra Shupe 

Zara Suleman 

Menka Sull 

Ruth Lea Taylor  

Kate Tierney  

Amber Timothy 

Anton Truong  

Anna Tyurina 

Magnolia Villalobos  

Kay Vinall 

Avandi Wallace 

Karen Whonnock  

Janet Winteringham 

Hedy Wong  

Xiaoyue Zhang  

Srdja Zivkov 

Revenues 2012-2013 

Expenditures 2012-2013 

Barbara Barker 

Barbara Bell, CA -Treasurer 

Pam Bhatti 

Gillian Calder 

Parvinder Hardwick 

Nitya Iyer 

Francesca Marzari - Vice President 

Drena McCormack - Vice President 

Amber Prince 

Catalina Rodriguez - President 

Ram Sidhu 

Mia Taghizadeh 

Paige Thombs 

Robyn Trask 

Allison Wolf 

Janet Wilson-McManus 

Feri Dehdar -                 Bookkeeper 

Mahbuba Ergasheva -            Office Coordinator 

Kasari Govender -                   Executive Director 

Adam James -    Youth Program Coordinator 

Deana Ogle -          Manager of Public Legal 

         Education 

Shahnaz Rahman -        Manager of Community   

                                                               Outreach 

Stephanie Sersli -   Director of Communications 

                          and Development 

Laura Track -              Legal Director 

Sharon Xia -                Database Manager & 

               Event Coordinator 

 

Interns 

STAFF 2012-2013 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
By Francesca Marzari, President 

West Coast LEAF stands for the principle 

that equality means human rights for all: 

that we have a right to belong, to lead, to 

be free from violence, to justice, to partici-

pate in the social, political, and economic 

life of our society.  

As President, I am proud to say that this 

year we were busier than ever in our fight for women’s equality.  

After two years of research, consultations, and writing, we published 

our report on the psychological assessment reports used in custody 

and access cases, and the impact of these reports on women—

particularly immigrant women, and women experiencing violence. We 

are pleased that the government and psychology community are ac-

tively discussing those issues. 

We co-published a report, along with our colleagues at Pivot and BC 

Civil Liberties Association, entitled ‘Blueprint for an Inquiry: Learning 

from the Mistakes of the Missing Women Commission of Inquiry’.   

In our litigation work, the Supreme Court of Canada agreed with us that 

marginalized women in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside were entitled 

to bring their equality claim to court, and that public interest standing 

should be broadly interpreted to ensure access to justice.  

We also advanced the cause of access to justice in numerous forums, 

through coalition with others, and specifically alongside the CBA, the 

Trial Lawyers Association and Access Pro Bono, in Vilardell, a case in 

which the BC Court of Appeal found that court hearing fees would be 

unconstitutional without reading in broader exemptions for middle 

class families. We believe this decision will mean that more women will 

have access to justice, especially in family law matters.   

As interveners, we were also pleased to contribute to the positive out-

come in Friedmann, a case in which the BC Court of Appeal confirmed 

that a landlord’s sexual harassment of his tenant is sex discrimination. 

We are still awaiting the outcome of our intervention this spring in the 

long awaited challenge to the cancellation of the mother-baby pro-

gram at the Alouette prison. 

All this, and we continue to educate our communities about the need 

to practice equality every day. 

The struggle for equality is one that continues. I look forward to facing 

next year’s challenges and opportunities alongside our community 

partners, women across BC, and our members and supporters. 

Our achievements are the product of their work, together with our ded-

icated board and staff. 

2012-13 HIGHLIGHTS 
EVENTS AND GATHERINGS 
West Coast LEAF Presented Dicken’s Women with 

award-winning British actor Miriam Margolyes 

 

2013 Equality Breakfast with author, actor, and activist 

Carmen Aguirre 

 

LAW REFORM 
2012 4th Annual CEDAW Report Card 

 

Blueprint for an Inquiry: Learning from the failures 

of the Missing Women Commission Inquiry 

 

Supporting Mothers or Shutting Them Out: Results 

of a Court Watch 

 

Troubling Assessments: Custody and Access Reports 

 

Submissions and letters to key decision makers 

 

Consulted with 300 older women to explore their 

concerns around law and public policy 

 

PUBLIC LEGAL EDUCATION 
12 Family Law workshops to 220 participants 

 

2 Transforming Our Future to 45 participants 

 

54 No Means No, Power Play,  and Youth in the 

Workplace workshops to 1057 youth 

 

LITIGATION 
SWUAV v AG at the Supreme Court of Canada 

 

Friedmann v MacGarvie 

 

British Columbia v Moore 

 

Vilardell v Dunham 

2012-2013 
ANNUAL REPORT 

West Coast LEAF 

555 - 409 Granville St 

Vancouver BC V6C 1T2 

604 684 8772 

Toll Free 1 866 737 7716 

www.westcoastleaf.org 

info@westcoastleaf.org 

Special 

thanks 

to: 



LEADERS IN EQUALITY 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT FUNDERS 
 

 

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE: THEMIS CLUB MONTHLY DONORS 

Megan Adam 

Jacquie de Aguayo 

Alice Albert 

Carmela Allevato 

Donna Anthony Me-

gan Ashbury 

Mary Atkins 

Wendy Baker 

Ellen Balka 

Renate Battaglio 

Barbara Bell 

Kathryn Berge 

Pam Bhatti 

David Black 

Sharon Blaker 

Johanne Blenkin 

Carolyn Bouck 

Deborah Bourque 

Chris Bowers 

Gwen Boyd 

Susan Boyd 

Alyssa Bradley 

Anita Braha 

Alison Brewin 

Gretchen Brewin 

Barbara Britton 

Linda Brotherston 

Tracey Brown 

Trudi Brown 

Georgina Brunette 

Lynn Bueckert 

Lee Campbell 

Lynne Carmichael 

Elizabeth Carrasco Me-

gan Chorlton Patricia 

Cochran 

Jennifer Conkie 

Faye Cooper 

Lynn Copeland 

 

Maria Corral 

Dean Crawford 

Laura Cundari 

Rosalind Currie 

Erin Dale 

Cheryl Davies 

Anne Davis 

Jessica Derynck  

Jennifer Devins 

Pat Dewhirst 

Jill Doctoroff 

Mary Doherty 

George Doubt 

Elaine Doyle 

Elizabeth Dunn 

Jenny Dyck 

Avigail Eisenberg 

Michelle Ellison 

Annemarie Etsell 

Catherine Evans 

Darlene Facchin 

Irene Faulkner 

Aesha Faux 

Joan Feyrer 

Kimball Finigan 

Amy Francis 

Jillian Frank 

Karen Frederickson 

Alain Gagnon 

Beverly Gallagher 

Jodie Gauthier 

Crissy George 

Marla Gilsig 

Danielle Glass 

Penny Goldrick 

Maria Gomes 

Frances Gordon 

Jessica Gossen 

Patricia Graham 

 

Laurie Grant 

Donna Greschner Che-

rene Groundwater 

Stephanie Gutierrez 

Sue Hammell 

Jane Harris 

Claire Hatcher 

Nancy Hay 

Anna Helmer 

Barbara Hestrin 

Lesley Hobden 

Agnes Huang 

Bridget Hughes 

Nitya Iyer 

Agnes Jackman 

Sandra Jakab 

France Emmanuelle     

                         Joly 

Lorena Kanke 

April Katz 

Phyllis Kenney 

Katharine Kent 

Karen Kilbride 

Rysa Krmebusch 

Natasha Krotez 

Rosanne Kyle 

Anna Marie Laing Gud-

run Langolf 

Judith Lee 

Martina Lee 

Vera LeFranc 

Allison Lepp 

Linda Light 

Lindsay Lyster 

Zona Macdonald 

Carolyn MacEachern 

Heather MacFadgen 

Ron MacIsaac 

Maureen MacLeod  

 

Signy Madden 

Francesca Marzari 

Neilane Mayhew 

Brenda McEachern- 

                      Keen 

Cherlyn Mckay 

Janet McManus 

Maris McMillan 

Claire Meggs 

Virginia Miller 

Shirley Milligan 

Shona Moore 

Michelle Mungall 

Kara Naish 

Barbara Nelson 

Caroline Nevin 

Wendy Norman 

Jan O'Brien 

Thelma O'Grady 

Niveria Oliveira 

David Osborne 

Margaret Ostrowski 

Katrina Pacey 

Margarita Papenbrock 

Erica Pinsky 

Monique Pongracic- 

                      Speier 

Nerys Poole 

Susan Powell 

Amber Prince 

Natasha Prodan-Bhalla 

Nancy Greene Raine  

Christina Reed 

Ramona Reynolds 

Shirley Ridalls 

Jillian Ridington 

Edna Ritchie 

Catalina Rodriguez 

Dominique Roelants 

Andrea Rolls 

Garson Romalis 

Michelle Rupp 

Sheila Schierbeck 

Stephanie Sersli 

Jane Shackell 

Shamim Shivji 

Elin Sigurdson 

Kerry Simmons 

Mary Woo Sims 

Veronica Singer 

Miriam Sobrino  Mon-

ica Staff 

Veronica Strong-Boag 

Sarah Tarry 

Ruth Lea Taylor 

Jane Templeman 

Carla Terzariol 

Janine Thomas 

Zoe Towle 

Joanna Track 

Megan Trask 

Robyn Trask 

Petra VanderLey 

Elizabeth Vogt 

Duff Waddell 

Jennifer Waelti-Walters  

Sheryl Wagner 

Mike Walker 

Frances Watters 

Patricia Wejr 

Janice Westlund 

Carol Whittome 

Elizabeth Whynot Wen-

dy Williams 

Val Wilson 

Allison Wolf 

Barbara Yee 

Fiona York 

Andrea Zwack 

Ellen Balka 

Barb Bell 

Alison Brewin 

Tracey Brown 

Jane Davidson 

 

Brenda McEachern- 

                        Keen 

Janet McManus 

Mary Anne McWaters 

Oasis Foundation 

 

Jan O’Brien 

R&J Stern Family 

        Foundation 

Dominique Roelants 

Leonard Schein 

 

Team TELUS Cares 

Mike Walker 

Fran Walters 

Wendy Williams 

Elizabeth Vogt 

Andrea Zwack 

Division of Maternal 

     Fetal Medicine at UBC 

Sherry Fraser 

Susan Hollick-Kenyon 

Meredith Kimball 

BC Gaming 

Canadian Bar Law for the Future Fund 

 

Chris Spencer Foundation 

Health Sciences Association of BC 

Law Foundation of BC 
 

Status of Women Canada 

Vancouver Foundation  

Alice Albert 

Marion Allan 

Michelle Alman 

Shora Amini 

Toni Andmola 

Ann Anstee 

Donna Anthony 

Deborah Armour 

Jennifer Arnold 

Joyce Arthur 

Melanie Ash 

Caroline Askew 

Robert Ashton 

Penny Bain 

Wendy Baker 

Nicole Barber 

Barbara Barker 

Lisa Barrett 

Joan Beaty 

Tonie Beharrell 

Barbara Bell 

Laura Best 

Anne Beveridge 

David Black 

Pam Bhatti 

Shantela Blaeser 

Sharon Blaker 

Johanne Blenkin 

Katarina Bogosavljevic 

Deborah Bourque 

Natasa Boskovic 

Tamara Black 

Patricia Bond 

Susan Boyd 

Alyssa Bradley 

Rachel Braeuer 

Wayne Braid 

Alison Brewin 

Gretchen Brown 

Kelsey Brodowich 

Marjorie Brown 

Trudi Brown 

Tracey Brown 

Georgina Brunette 

Dani Bryant 

Gillian Calder 

Steven Carey 

Lynne Carmichael 

Elizabeth Carrasco 

Lynda Cassels 

Colleen Cattell 

Gail Chaddoc- 

  Costello 

Lisa C. Chamzuk 

Carol Chestnut 

Megan Chorlton 

Rizwana Choudhry 

 

Yee Ting Choy 

Marcy Cohen 

Noreen Collins 

Patricia Cochran 

Joana Coman 

Lauren Cook 

Faye Cooper 

Lynn Copeland 

Lisa Cowan 

Dean Crawford 

Rosalie Cress 

Laura Cundari 

Marion Culham 

John David 

Jill Davidson 

Anne Davis 

Connie Davis 

Rebecca Darnell 

Samar Dehghan 

Alissa Demerse 

Valerie Dixon 

Jessica Derynck 

Joyce Dieudonne 

Jill Doctoroff 

Julie Donegan 

Joan Downey 

Elaine Doyle 

Karen Douglas 

Paula Dribnenki 

Jenny Dyck 

Avigail Eisenberg 

Ellen Ellis  

Michelle Ellison 

Bob Elton 

Vahnessa Espig 

Annemarie Etsell 

Catherine Evans 

Richard James Evans 

Joan Feyrer 

Janet Finch 

Kimball Finigan 

Marguerite Ford 

Donna Forscutt 

Carla Forth 

Rebecca Frame 

Jillian Frank 

Janet Freeman 

Erin Murphy Fries 

Cherisse Friesen 

Sara Frisch 

Margaret Fulton 

Beverly Gallagher 

Jodie Gauthier 

Elizabeth Gautschi 

Lauren Gehlen 

Crissy George 

Patsy George 

 

Rysa Krmebusch 

Freya Kodar 

Naomi Kovak 

Rosanne Kyle 

Leslie Lassalle 

Chelsey Lee 

Cher Lee 

D. Wendy Lee 

Eun Lee 

Judith Lee 

Heidi Lee 

Vera LeFranc 

Allison Lepp 

Shuying Li 

Linda Light 

Kristal Low 

Barbara Lyall 

Nonie Lyon 

Lindsay Lyster 

Alexandra Maass 

Beth MacDonald 

Heather MacFadgen 

Ron MacIsaac 

Signy Madden 

Sumra Mahmood 

Ashley Mantha- 

Hollands 

Sasha Maslov 

Elle Marsh 

Lexi Marsh 

Darlene Marzari 

Francesca Marzari 

Joan Maurer 

Joanna Mendell 

Norine Mendell 

METZ Murray & 

  Associates 

Amy McCallion 

Ashley McClare 

Drena McCormack 

Greg McDade 

Brenda McEachern- 

              Keen 

Leo McGrady 

Cherlyn Mckay 

Janet McManus 

Mary Anne McWaters 

Sahira Memon 

Joelle Michaud 

Diane Middagh 

Virginia Miller 

Shirley Milligan 

Naomi Minwalla 

Shona Moore 

Michelle Mungall 

Ava Murphy 

Cait Murphy 

Catherine Murray 

 

Kelly Murray 

Kara Naish 

Amy Nathanson 

Barbara Nelson 

Nancy Newman 

David Ng 

Tasha Nijjar 

Wendy Norman 

Karen O'Brien 

Niveria Oliveira 

Sarah Orr 

John David Osborne 

Margaret Ostrowski 

Katrina Pacey 

Jyoti Panesar 

Joshua Paterson 

Marie-Helene Pelletier 

Lara Percy 

Sheryl Peterson 

Alison Prentice 

Amber Prince 

Erica Pinsky 

Susan Powell 

Nerys Poole 

Patrice Pratt 

Natasha Prodan-Bhalla 

Jim Quail 

Stefanie Quelch 

R & J Stern Family 

 Foundation 

Margaret Reynolds 

Vera Radyo 

Christina Reed 

Lenore Riddell 

Edna Ritchie 

Heather Ritzer 

Linda Robertson 

Catalina Rodriguez 

Dominique Roelants 

Andrea Rolls 

Garson Romalis 

Claudette Roy 

Allison Russell 

Jennifer Russell 

Sara Ruthnum 

Vivian Ryan 

Lobat Sadrehashemi 

Kathryn Sainty 

Mary Salaysay 

Melanie Samuels 

Tracey Sandgathe 

Aimee Schalles 

Leonard Schein 

Megan Scott 

Stephanie Sersli 

Eve Shamash 

Monique Shebbeare 

Daniel Shih 

 

Kerry Simmons 

Brittany Skinner 

Ram Sidhu 

Elin Sigurdson 

Charmane Sing 

Veronica Singer 

Rose Singh 

Rhonda Spence 

Miriam Sobrino 

Donald Sorochan 

Monica Staff 

Elizabeth Stanger 

Johanna M. Stein 

Stephanie Streat 

Veronica Strong-Boag 

Angelina Sung 

Angela Talic 

Mia Taghizadeh 

Sarah Tarry 

Ruth Lea Taylor 

Deborah Taylor 

Carla Terzariol 

Joana Thackeray 

Janine Thomas 

Kate Tierney 

Paige Thombs 

Hilary Thomson 

Zoe Towle 

Joanna Track 

Megan Trask 

Robyn Trask 

Claire Trevena 

Petra VanderLey 

Magnolia Villalobos 

Kaaen Vlug 

Elizabeth Vogt 

Jennifer Waelti-Walters 

Sheryl Wagner 

Avandi Wallace 

Susan Wallach 

Frances Watters 

Maureen Webb 

Patricia Wejr 

Elizabeth Welch 

Carol Whittome 

Janet Wiegand 

Val Wilson 

Patricia Wimmer 

Allison Wolf 

Hedy Wong 

Annette Wong 

Ellen Woodsworth 

Barbara Yee 

Lina Yeom 

Jane Young 

Susan Zander 

Xiaoyue Zhang 

Kareen Zimmer 

 

Barry Gibson 

Patricia Gibson 

Bridget Gilbride 

Selina Gill 

Maureen Gillis 

Marla Gilsig 

Lesley Giroday 

Andrea Glen 

Maria Gomes 

Frances Gordon 

Joan Gordon 

Jessica Gossen 

Patricia Graham 

Laurie Grant 

Joyce Griffiths 

Katerine Grist 

Cherene Groundwater 

Stephanie Gutierrez 

Carmen Hamilton 

Cayleigh Handford 

Glen Hansman 

Parvinder Hardwick 

Tara Hastings 

Claire Hatcher 

Oliver Harden 

Jane Harris 

Nancy Hay 

Rachel Heinrichs 

Barbara Hestrin 

Cheryl Hewitt 

Genevieve Hillsburg 

Karen Hoffmann 

Christine Hoyer 

Agnes Huang 

Bridget Hughes 

Helen Hughes 

Jillian Humphreys 

Tamara Hunter 

Rachel Hutton 

Jim Iker 

Alexandra Inzunza 

Nitya Iyer 

Sandra Jakab 

Jiayin Jiang 

Alyssa Johal 

Nadine Johnson 

Mihoko Kanashiro 

Lorena Kanke 

April Katz 

Sheila Keet  

Rose Keith 

Kathleen Kendall 

Katharine Kent 

Kim Kenyon 

Jihyun Keum 

Bonnie Klein 

Jennifer Khor 

 

 

INVESTING IN EQUALITY: MEMBERS 


