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December 18, 2012 
 
Hon. Christy Clark 
West Annex 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC 
V8V 1X4 
Via email: premier@gov.bc.ca 
 

Hon. Margaret MacDiarmid 
Room 337 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC 
V8V 1X4 
Via email: 
margaret.macdiarmid.mla@leg.bc.ca 

 
Re: Rainier Women’s Treatment Centre 
 
West Coast LEAF is saddened to hear of the impending end of funding for the Rainier Women’s 
Treatment Centre in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. For the past four years, this facility has 
been providing physical, emotional and spiritual healing to women who are among the most 
vulnerable in our community: women with addictions who are living in poverty, many of whom 
have experienced long term homelessness, sex work, physical abuse, and mental illness. It is 
our understanding that as of December 1, Health Canada’s pilot project funding expired, and 
neither Vancouver Coastal Health nor the Ministry of Health has committed to providing 
ongoing support for these crucial programs, which will therefore end on January 1.  
 
This is deeply unfortunate. According to an evaluation report prepared by the Portland Hotel 
Society and the BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS, the Rainier has been effective at reaching 
extremely marginalized women and assisting them to improve their health outcomes. Rainier 
residents were more likely to enroll in methadone treatment, abstain from drug use, and take 
fewer sexual risks than cohorts monitored by the National Institute of Drug Abuse, according to 
reports. The facility provides long-term stability and safety for women who have experienced 
profound trauma and abuse. Many of these women have not been successful in more 
traditional recovery programs; the Rainier’s continuum of care and non-judgmental approach 
supports women who would otherwise fall through the cracks. After spending millions of 
dollars to purchase and renovate the hotel and transform it into an effective recovery facility 
for women, it would be wholly illogical to remove the progams that help make it so effective 
and return it to its former status as just another SRO hotel.   
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 The just-released final report of the Missing Women’s Commission of Inquiry identifies 
inadequate housing, health inequities, extreme poverty and drug addiction as markers of many 
of the murdered and missing women’s lives. These are the very conditions that the Rainier’s 
programs seek to address. In his report, the Commissioner recommends that government 
increase funding for organizations that work with at-risk women and youth. It is shocking to 
imagine that this crucial recommendation will now go unheeded.   
 
Allowing the Rainier’s holistic service-delivery to end and moving its clinical supports outside of 
the facility – thus requiring vulnerable women to navigate a neighbourhood they experience as 
unsafe and potentially detrimental to their recovery – flies in the face of the Comissioner’s 
recommendations and findings of fact. The lessons learned from the Missing Women’s Inquiry 
should generate an increased investment in social support and healthcare services for 
marginalized women. Now is not the time to allow the closure of the only women’s treatment 
centre and recovery program in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside.     
 
When speaking to reporters after the release of the Commissioner’s report yesterday, Justice 
Minister Shirley Bond promised that the provincial government will “take immediate action” 
and use the report’s recommendations to make changes to protect vulnerable women in the 
province. Committing to providing sustainable funding to the Rainier Women’s Treatment 
Centre to allow it to continue delivering comprehensive and effective healthcare to some of our 
province’s most vulnerable women would be an excellent first step towards meeting this 
commitment.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Laura Track 
Legal Director 
 

Cc: Joanne Bezzubetz, Executive Director of Community Health Services, Vancouver Coastal 
Health  
 

 


