
 
 
November 20, 2013 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Premier Christy Clark 
PO BOX 9041 
STN PROV GOVT 
Victoria, BC 
V8W 9E1 
premier@gov.bc.ca 

 
 
Honourable Don McRae  
PO BOX 9058 
STN PROV GOVT 
Victoria, BC 
V8W 9E2 
SDSI.minister@gov.bc.ca 

 
Dear Premier Clark and Minister McRae: 
 
Re: Child Support Clawback from Children in Poverty 
 
We write further to our letter dated April 3, 2013, which was sent to all party leaders prior to the last 

election. In that letter, we detailed the injustice of clawing back child support payments from single 

parents on income assistance, and called on party leaders to commit to implementing a $300 exemption 

for child support payments received by income assistance recipients if they formed government. We 

write today – on National Children’s Day – to reiterate this call and seek your commitment to 

implementing this exemption immediately.  

 

You are both aware of BC’s inexcusable rates of child poverty, which have been among the highest in the 

country for over a decade. Children’s poverty is also an issue of women’s economic and social inequality: 

the poverty rate for children living in families headed by lone-parent mothers in BC was 49.8% in 2011, 

the highest poverty rate of any family type in the province. This reflects the challenges many women 

face accessing child care, affordable housing, and an adequate income upon breakdown of a 

relationship with their child’s father. For those lone-parent families on income assistance, meager 

benefit rates place them well below the poverty line, and government policy preventing them from 

receiving child support helps keep them there.  

 

The provincial government is depriving children of their right to child support by taking that money away 

from children who live in lone-parent families on assistance – some of the most vulnerable children in 

the province. We call on you to immediately implement a $300 exemption for child support payments 

received by recipients of income assistance. Out of respect for every child’s right to “a standard of living 
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adequate for the chiId’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development” (UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child, Article 27), National Children’s Day would be an excellent day to make this 

commitment. 

 

We thank you for your consideration of this call for policy change and look forward to your 
reply. 

 
Yours truly, 

 
Adrienne Montani, Provincial Coordinator 
First Call: BC Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition 

 
Laura Track, Legal Director 
West Coast Women's Legal Education & Action Fund 

 
Kendra Milne, Staff Lawyer 
Community Legal Assistance Society 
 
Cc:  
Adrian Dix, Leader of the Opposition 
Michelle Mungall, Social Development Critic  

  


