
West Coast LEAF Family Law Project Scenarios are ba sed on true stories – the real, lived experiences o f 
women navigating BC’s Family Law justice system. Th is story has happened and is happening to a woman 
in BC. 
 
 

R has spoken to two 
different lawyers 

about her situation.  
The first told her to 
work it out with her 
husband because 

she could not afford 
to leave him and the 
second told her she 
would have to sell 

her home. 

 
If R had access to legal aid 
she would proceed with a 

separation.  She is depressed 
but she feels as though there 
is no other option than to stay 
in her marriage because she 
cannot afford the cost of a 

separation. 
 

Case Scenario #7 
R’s Experience with the Family Law System 

 
R and her husband (N) have been married for 36 years.  They 
have two adopted children who are 21 and 24.  R did all of the 
cooking, cleaning, childcare, housework, and yard work, as 
well as working outside the home as an animal health 
technician.  R lives in an area of BC. that is economically 
depressed and as a result only has part time work. N was 
employed outside of the home for the entire marriage. He is 
now retired.   
 
From the beginning of the marriage, N was very controlling 
over R especially with regard to finances.  He never disclosed his income to R.  N dealt with all 
of the financial matters in the household and even did the grocery shopping because he wanted 
control over the money.  R would pay for all of her and the children’s personal costs from her 
own income.  If she asked N for money he would tell her he had none.  
 
N has been threatening to leave R for years.  This has been very distressing for her because 
she has two children and had an aging mother to look after.  She has sought the help of a 
counselor to deal with the stress.   
 
About a year ago R looked into separating from N.  Her mother had passed away and she felt 
that she might finally have the freedom she needed to leave the controlling and emotionally 
abusive relationship.  R went to legal aid and was told she would not be eligible if she left her 
husband because she was not suffering from extreme violence.  R has spoken to two different 
lawyers about her situation.  The first told her to work it out with her husband because she could 
not afford to leave him and the second told her she should sell her home.  She was given an 
estimate of $25 000 for a separation (assuming asset division was contested) and the lawyer 
would not begin her case unless she paid him a $5 000 retainer.   
 
R’s house is on the market for $142 000 but she expects to only get $100 000 for it.  Her half 
would be worth $50 000 and if she separates from her husband she anticipates that she will 
only have $25 000 after legal fees. That is not enough for her to buy even a trailer to live in.  
She feels caught between a rock and a hard place.   

  
R has tried to get help from several community organizations to no avail.  
She also had trouble finding a lawyer to help her as her husband is 
known in the community.  
 
R’s current relationship with N is strained.  They both still live in the family 
home in essentially the same manner they have during the entire 
marriage. 
 
If R had access to legal aid she would proceed with a separation.  She is 
depressed but she feels as though there is no other option than to stay in 
her marriage because she cannot afford the cost of a separation.   


