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Feb.22, 2011 
 
 
Committee Members 
Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services 
Office of the Clerk of Committees 
Room 224, Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, British Columbia V8V 1X4 
By Email: FinanceCommittee@leg.bc.ca 
 
 
Re: Report on the 2011 Budget Consultations 
 
Dear Honourable Members, 
 
I am writing to express my concern that West Coast LEAF’s submissions to the 
Finance Committee do not appear anywhere in the Committee’s Report on the 
2011 Budget Consultations. 
 
In October 2010, West Coast LEAF made written submissions to the Standing 
Committee on Finance and Governmental Services as part of the Committee’s 
2011 Budget Consultations.  These submissions detail the state of legal aid in 
BC, including the massive cuts implemented between 2002 and 2010, and the 
social and financial costs of underfunding legal aid.  In conclusion, West Coast 
LEAF called upon the Committee to recommend that government adequately 
fund legal aid.  
 
In its Report on the 2011 Budget Consultations, the Standing Committee noted in 
Appendix B that West Coast LEAF had made written submissions.  However, 
there is no mention in the body of the Report of legal aid or access to justice as a 
priority or a recommendation, or even as an area of public concern.  This silence 
on this vitally important issue, one that the Committee heard detailed 
submissions on, is at best disappointing and at worst misrepresentative of the 
types of submissions made.     
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West Coast LEAF remains committed to ensuring that access to justice, and 
legal aid in particular, becomes a provincial fiscal priority.  Government’s 
obligation to adequately fund legal aid and provide equal access to justice for all 
extends beyond budget time, and remains on ongoing obligation throughout the 
year. We call on this Committee to ensure that the government is aware of West 
Coast LEAF’s recommendation, as well as the fiscal and social benefits that 
would flow from an adequately funded legal aid system.  I am attaching our 
October submissions to the Committee for your reference, as well as a detailed 
report on legal aid co-published by West Coast LEAF and the Canadian Centre 
for Policy Alternatives last fall. 
 
Thank you for taking our concerns into account.  I look forward to hearing back 
from the Committee on how these concerns will be addressed. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Kasari Govender 
Legal Director 
 
 
Encl. 
 
 
Cc: 
 

Honourable Colin Hansen, Minister of Finance, Fin.minister@gov.bc.ca 
 
Honourable Bruce Ralston, Official Opposition Critic for Finance and 
Public Accounts, Bruce.Ralston.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
 
Honourable Barry Penner, Attorney General of BC, ag.minister@gov.bc.ca 
  
Honourable Leonard Krog, Official Opposition Critic for Attorney General, 
Leonard.Krog.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
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