
West Coast LEAF Family Law Project Scenarios are based on true stories – the real, lived experiences of
women navigating BC’s Family Law justice system. This story has happened and is happening to a woman
in BC.

Case Scenario #13
M’s Experience with the Family Law System

M and her husband (R) were married in India in 1998. They
moved to Canada 4 days after their marriage and lived together in
Canada for 8 months prior to separating. They have no children.
While they were together, M worked outside of the home and did
all of the housework. She earned $950 per month. M never knew
anything about R’s income and he never gave her any money
either during the marriage or after.

R began to abuse M both verbally and physically two months into
their marriage. R was very controlling and would hide letters from
M’s family and not allow M to use the phone. R used to lock M out
of the house and she would spend nights out in the cold. R’s
family was also abusive toward M. M finally left R when he denied
her food and threatened her life.

After leaving the relationship M applied for legal aid. She was rejected and informed that legal
aid does not cover spousal support issues. M has no knowledge of the legal system, has no
legal support and speaks little English. As a result, she has not been able to proceed with any
legal action. M has had no financial assistance or support since she left R.

M suffers from depression as a result of her unresolved legal issues. Her depression has
required her to take time off of work and she has already lost one job as a result. M suffers from
other health related problems such as an inability to sleep, chronic migraines, and panic attacks.

As a result of her marital problems, all of M’s friends and community members in Canada refuse
to speak to her. This situation has even caused strain on her relationship with her family back in
India.

M has no separation agreement and still receives no support from R.

M has no knowledge
of the legal system,
has no legal support

and speaks little
English. As a result,

she has not been able
to proceed with any

legal action.
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