
West Coast LEAF Family Law Project Scenarios are ba sed on true stories – the real, lived experiences o f 
women navigating BC’s Family Law justice system. Th is story has happened and is happening to a woman 
in BC. 
 
 

 
D has not applied for legal 
aid because she believes 

her income level is too 
high and thus would not 
qualify. However, she is 
also unable to afford her 
own legal representation 
because she is a single 
parent with two young 

children  

Case Scenario #9 
D’s Experience with the Family Law System 

 
 
D and her ex (Z) were in a common law relationship for 6 years.  
They have two children.  D took maternity leave after the birth of 
both of her children, but apart from those periods she was 
employed outside of the home.  Z worked part time at the 
beginning of the relationship and then moved to full time in the last 
year and a half of the relationship.  D and Z shared their income.   
 
D and Z separated in 2003.  The separation arose as a result of 
Z’s abuse of alcohol, as well as his tendencies toward physical 
abuse. Once he committed sexual assault on their babysitter. 
There is a “no contact order” in place that prohibits Z from 
communicating with D unless he does so indirectly and for the 
sole purpose of facilitating access to the children.  Since the 
separation, Z has not seen the children except for during casual encounters on the street.  D 
has tried to arrange for supervised access visits through a community program, but Z has not 
yet attended the initial interview required to set up these visits.  
 
D has not applied for legal aid because she believes her income level is too high and thus would 
not qualify.  However, she is also unable to afford her own legal representation because she is a 
single parent with two young children.  D pays $1100 per month in childcare expenses and 
another $1000 in rent.  
 
D was provided with some direction from a counselor at a community organization but she has 
no access to any form of legal representation.  She has filed for sole custody in the B.C. 
provincial court.   
 
The separation and court case have taken up considerable amounts of D’s time.  D estimates 
that preparation of her case takes her 20 hours per week.  The pending case has caused her 
anxiety and depression.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


